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Soldier, Planter, Judge

by Gene Dugan

Professor R. H. Graves, Head-
master of Belmont Select School,
predicted “*Attending a military acad-
emy will ruin the boy academically.”
This was his judgment on Walter
McKenzie Clark when the boy was
about to enter Hillsboro Military
Academy. Throughout his schooling,

ordered to join Lee’s Army of
Northern Virginia. They went into
Maryland with Stonewall Jackson and
made quick work of the garrison at
Harper’s Ferrv and then went double
quick to Sharpsburg (Antietam) in time
to rescue Lee’s army.

Walter Clark was wounded at

Young Clark had
carned both the
highest grades and
the highest com- }
mendation.

The boy had al-
ways been mature
beyond his vears
and it was no sur-
prise that when war
broke out in 1861 E.-
that he would be- [
come an officer. [
With the influx of

Antietam Battle-field - The Day After

totally untrained and mostly uneducated
men and boys into the Confederate ser-
vice, experienced drill masters were
needed. Colonel Tew, headmaster at
Hillsboro, was asked to provide men
trained in drilling soldiers. His first se-
lection was Cadet Clark. At fourteen,
Walter Clark became drillmaster and
lieutenant in the 22nd North Carolina
Infantry.

He stayed with the 22nd until
November, 1861, when he resigned to
join the 35th North Carolina Infantry.
In November 1862, the 35th was

Antietam. Two different accounts have
been recorded of this action. This was
Clark’s first action and he thought it
his duty to set an example by staying
on his horse. He said a “kind hearted
veteran” got him off his horse. As he
was dismounting a minie ball creased
his hand. General Ransom recalled
the incident somewhat differently. He
said that a big mountaineer private ran
up and jerked Clark from the saddle,
yelling, “Git offen this horse, ye danged
little fool. Ye'll git kilt!™

‘ontinued « aA0e
Continued on page 3

A LETTER FROM
FORT MACON

/F‘Oilowing is the first of d\
series of letters written by Jane
Augusta McKinney Coues, know
as “Jeannie” to her friends and
family. Jeannie was the wife of Dr.
Elliott Coues (pronounced
“cows”), the Fort Macon surgeon,
and a renowned naturalist.
Jeannie accompanied Captain
Coues when he was assigned to
Fort Macon in February, 1869. Ini-
tially, their living quarters were
inside one of the Fort casemates.
During their 20 months stay at Fort
Macon, Jeannie corresponded fre-
quently with her sister Louise.
More of her letters will be printed
in forthcoming issues of the Fort
Macon Ramparts.
N I S IS
Fort Wacon, Honth (Zanclina
Hanck 1524, 1569
Wy dear Scoten:

9 tave been thinking of uniting
you for cver do long, but have beou
waiting Tl 7 felt like . We came
teene the 14tk on 15th of Feb. 7 sup-
fade thes és as pleadant as modt fonte

\el Continued on page 2




aud ] ought ta libe & for ay life i all
frabiability wdll be spent in Fust duch
places - but T don't. T might lilie it
better perbaps & 7 kad any ladies
daciety. Thene b ouly ouc lene beside
wmyself. Sthe i very uice and plead -
ant but 7 don't feel drawa to len.
Though we occupy adjoining rovms 7
weven dee hen except at meald on walk -
tng abiout the fort.

tovety lady bere - daughter of a cel-
wiece of Ralph Walde Emenson. Fer
family i very inlimate with dome of
Sttt s people and. ohe had fgucatly
teand of Etliott both as a surgeon and
walunalisr, o that oa oun awvual we
wene at ouce admilled within the pale.
Oue week ago ker hadband o negiment
wae ordened to Savannal and some
dow 't begin to like as well. fust as
sune as 7 get to caring for anyoue they
ane ordened away. do that 7 feel wac
that 7 dou't waul lo luow anysue
agadi.

9 doa't buow low To desernibe Fort
MHacon s that you well get my idea of
@ T2 o budt en a little ioland two
widles out from the matnland. Tt i ia
the foun of a hollow fentagon. and
4as a wmeat and a drawbridge. Ou
the nampants ane cannond command -
ing the harbor and ocean called guws
e banbiette. The fort o tunfed over
theast wonks. but in neality it o 40
2. ligh. The entrance o called the
sally - pont and thene & a guand of 10
or IS men stationed thene wight awd
day. o one entens without beiny chal-
lenged. That is. wo oue living outoide

Whencoen the officer of the day goes
e on out of the fort, a seatinel calls
ing Offecen! Turn out the guard! " on
wliich: the geand fall iuto line and sa-
lute the officen as ke pacses. On maybe
lie doeon t want to be bothered with co
ot to the ceutinel: “Tlever wmind the
the seatinel with his hovid woice @
ecthen saying: ~ (Pommanding Officer.
Tare out the guand, " or else: “Who
goce thene, Falt! " Euvery sunset and
duanide the cannon ouen my cademale
@ fned, and cuny day when the tine
comed 7 get do nervous expecting i that
7 feel as thoagh 7 shoald {ly.

7 go over to Beauforl wearly every
day i a rowlboal to manket. The of-
ficens all "wess” together. We lave
eight senuants. The cook io spleadid.
Oyotens are only 50 ceats a besteel
and almodl evenything elde éo cheap.
W unight save a good deal of waney
bere for thene o wolhing lo spead (t
an, but Elliott's pay isn't wearly as
wuch hene. Tt isa 't cut down, but the
neduction comed in this way. Tu (Co-
bunnsliia thene wene wno goverwnent guan -
tere and officene wene allowed a cen-
Lain dun: fen month acconding To their
a0k to neat quartews. Efliott's al-
bowance was $54 a month. bul as we
boanded we had uo veat to fay do we
had the $5¢ for other punposes. Fene,
as govenunent furnishes quantens we
dow 7 get that.

Tr s veny healthy lene and wice
places for Edith ta play. Warm days
dhe o taken down To Uhe leach and
little mud pics, though she hasn T at-
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tained oo much froficiency i the lat-
ter.  Euerything o to clean on Uhe
beach that ] libe to lave her Uhene.
The cea comes app twice a day and
washes away all impanitics,

7 thave some coanse, wnbleached
would make AHice two capctal every-
day afrons. Sead me a good pallewn
and 7 will wmabe them. Love to the
bacues and to MHother and Tr. Dean.

Weth mack love,

Jeannie

We are deeply indebted to Mr. David
Dean, of Rochester, New York, who
has graciously allowed us to publish
these letters from his private collec-
tion. David Dean is descended from
Jeannie’s sister Louise.
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“When I was a boy I was told that
anybody could be president; I'm
beginning to believe it.”
Clarence Darrow

S

/~ GRANT US OUR

DAILY BREAD

The FRIENDS have received a
grant of $5,000 from the North
Carolina Department of Cultural
Resources, Division of Archivesand
History, for the purpose of rebuild-
ing the original 1834 bake oven.
This generous grant assures us that
we will have sufficient resources to
proceed with the work. Our thanks
go out to Secretary McCain and Di-
rector Crow for giving: us this vote
of confidence. The Friends have
been negotiating with a team of His-
toric Restoration Specialists who are

qualified to do this work for us. We
@ll keep you posted.
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When the regiment returned to Vir-
ginia in February 1863, he resigned,
according to the records, “by reason
of his father’s health.” He was con-
cerned by his father’s desire to become
ageneral of militia. Walter advised him
to forget it since he would “not be able
to survive the hardships of army life.”
After resigning, Walter entered the Uni-
versity of North Carolina and got his
degree in law. He had prepared for
this all during the campaigns with the
35th, having carried his books with
him. Some said that he fought the Yan-
kees in the daytime and Greek and
[atin at night.

He wrote to his mother, June 3,
1864, “Yesterday I received my de-
gree. Today I was elected major in the
5th Battalion, Junior Reserves.” The
Junior Reserves were a result of the
Confederacy’s growing shortage of re-
placements for their combat losses.

Shortly after the organization of the
1st Junior Reserves (70th N. C.). Gen-
eral Theophilus Holmes moved his
headquarters to Weldon, North Caro-
lina. Walter was in charge of drilling
and training and he was a hard task-
master. During operations along the
Roanoke, he was in command of the
outposts and his orders were specific
as to the punishment for any officer or
man who did not perform as required.
He never asked for more than he him-
self had given.

As Sherman entered North Caro-
lina, the Junior Reserves joined Gen-
eral Joe Johnston’s western army. As
Johnston made a last ditch effort to slow
Sherman at Bentonville, Walter com-
manded the skirmishers on the right
flank. Sherman’s veterans, finding only
kids in their way, mounted a series of
attacks that were all beaten off. Walter
wrote to his mother that they had
given the Yankees a “real Indian

fight.”

After Johnston’s surrender on April
26, 1865, Walter arrived home to find

total ruin; his father’s health and for-

tune gone, and his home burned. Late
in the war, his father had given Walter
a large plantation near New Bern,
North Carolina. He now took on the
task of rebuilding both his and his
father’s estate. He rebuilt the destroyed
houses and barns, bought live stock,
hired a labor force, and made connec-
tions with merchants in Norfolk and
Baltimore. Walter Clark recognized a
new postwar order, and demanded a
change of attitude in the South’s lead-
ers.

B B B

The members of the
Junior Reserves were only
13 to 17 years of age. They
weren’t drummer boys, but

were combat soldiers,
trained to Kill or be Kkilled.
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He advocated industrial indepen-
dence from the North. He urged the
people of the South to forget the past
and get to work. That included im-
proving and supporting education
since, “The cause of learning is the
cause of civilization.”

In 1866, he went North to see how
the Yankees did it, and studied law and
business. When he returned to North
Carolina with additional degrees, he
found he could still not practice law
because he was not yet 21.

He first hung out his shingle in Scot-
land Neck, but soon moved to Halifax,
North Carolina. He passed his bar
exams and became a very successful
attorney. After moving to Raleigh, he
was swept swiftly into politics. His
name became known throughout the

-
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state. He made friends easily and just
as easily made enemies. Much of his
thinking was well ahead of the times.
He embraced Socialism, and advo-
cated women’s rights.

Clark was a prolific writer, not only
letters to the editor, but many maga-
zine and newspaper articles and a num-
ber of books. To get his message
across, in partnership with Thomas M.
Holt (later to become governor), he
bought a newspaper. He was also a
partner in a couple of railroads. He
was elected a committee of one by the
United Confederate Veterans to pub-
lish the records of North Carolina
troops. This resulted in the five vol-
ume set of “Histories of North Caro-
lina Troops, 1861-18657, published in
1901. He personally edited every en-
try and wrote a few himself.

He married Susan Washington Gra-
ham in 1874 and they had eight chil-
dren. Although encouraged to run for
office on many occasions, Clark kept
his eye on his goal, the State Supreme
Court, which he ultimately attained.
Contrary to Professor Graves admo-
nition, military training and life gave
Walter Clark the background to fulfill
his goal and become Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of North Carolina.

All his life, he drove himself to excel
and he expected no less from others.
His army experience and being a ma-
jor in the Junior Reserves had prepared
him for life to the fullest. The youngest
major in the Confederate forces passed
away in May 1924, exactly three
months before his seventy eighth birth-
day.

The author, Gene Dugan, fre-
quently writes articles about the his-
tory of North Carolina and Carteret
County. He has contributed articles
to Qur State magazine. Gene has
been a long-time member of the
Friends of Fort Macon.



FORT MACON

“A place to capture a Young Boy’s Imagination”

Photographs and Memories by Bill Gibson Il

There were three things that captured my imagination
while growing up in rural North Carolina in the
sixties... Knights of the Round Table, King Arthur and
Tvanhoe...Secondly, were World War I bi-planes, Eddie
Rickenbacker, Baron Von Richtofen, and the Blue
Max...Finally, the Civil War, the Monitor & the
Merrimac, General Robert E. Lee and Fort Macon.
Of all these things, Fort Macon was the only one that
was easily accessible. My mother and I would visit the

 fort several times a year.

Entering the Fort meant an uphill climb
from the parking area at the base of the
dunes. I guess this was the first cobble stone
path that I walked upon (Colonial
Williamsburg being the second). The path
was cut through scrub brush and Water
Quaks that are common to North Carolina
beaches.

Without the bridge
it would be almost impossible to storm
the fort without being wounded or killed.
Looking past the bridge from this picture
you can see down into the moat.
This is one of those “dark” areas of the
fort that kids loved to visit.

More than one entrance leads into the Fort
from its outer perimeter. From just inside the
door you can turn in either direction and walk

from room to room.




Both fun and dangerous
were the paths from room to room.
No smooth Twentieth Century sidewalks here.
Some bricks were missing...
others broken off...
and you were never sure of what you
might find through the next door
or especially when you entered
a room that was pitch black.

You could be trapped
with no way out.
Left possibly to starve to death...
to fall victim to the heat of the summer,
or shiver to death in a dank,
dark dungeon in winter.

Only Able to See
what your captors would
allow you to see from their
prison. looking through the
bars of a door or window at
the fort’s armaments.

Bur Wait...

you wear the “gray."You're in
the Confederate Army,and
this is still a Rebel fort.
“Ah, freedom!!!
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You rush to the Courtyard
and spy one of the stairways to the
top of the fort. Let’s climb up and
see what's there.

Intricate Grill Work
adorns the posts at the
top of the stairs.
There we see:

A 32 Pounder Cannon
pointed toward the inlet and
standing guard 1o protct us
from ships entering the port

Atop the fort you can
look back down upon the
courtyard and the
armament within
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# ATTENTION BULL

MARKET
MILLIONAIRES!

Some of our members have had
the vision, the courage and the
good fortune to have had a long
breathtaking ride in the stock mar-
ket. If you are one of those, and if
you are beginning to fear that the
ride may be just about over, here is
some food for thought.

The FRIENDS OF FORT MA-
CON have several large projects in
the planning stage that could pro-
vide exciting gifting opportunities
for someone who can afford a chari-
table donation of $20.000 or more.
By giving the FRIENDS appreciated
securities, you can avoid capital
gains taxes while deducting the full
market value as a charitable contri-
bution.

The use of your contribution by
the FRIENDS can be restricted ac-
cording to your wishes. Every dol-
lar given will be spent on the project
of your choice. The result will be a
permanent enhancement to Fort Ma-
con that will bear your name in
bronze as a fitting testament to your
vision and your generosity. If you
would like to discuss the possibility
of such a gift, please call Bennett

“If we do not suceed, we run
the risk of failure”
Dan Quayle

“Too much of a good thing
is wonderful”
Mae West

“If you look like your passport
photo, you're too ill to travel”

N

%oss at (252)728-5256. J

& Cloud Bursts \

THE COMPUTER CORNER

here are more than 1300

people on the membership
rolls of the FRIENDS OF FORT
MACON. Some are individual
members, some are family mem-
bers. some are Lifetime members,
some are Business members, and a
few are complimentary members.
Most members are paid up for the
current year only. Some are paid
for one or two additional years.
And, of course, there are those who
are paid up for a lifetime. There are
frequent mailings throughout the
vear that require the generation of
mailing labels. Dues renewal no-
tices are sent once a year to those
who are not Lifetime members.
Management reports are produced
frequently to keep the President and
Board of Directors informed of the
current status of the Friends mem-
bership. Obviously, without a com-
puter all of this work would require
a small army of clerical workers to
keep up with it. If you have a com-
puter and would like to help, call
Bennett at (252) 728-2526.

i Superintendent’s

Message

Reviews, Reviews, Reviews
and more Reviews!!!
It finally looks like all of the reviews
of the Fort Macon Restoration Project
are complete. The project is sched-
uled to go out on bids this July with
construction beginning sometime this
Fall. This construction will be the be-
ginning of many years of work on the
Fort. The majority of this work will
be the water-proofing of the case-
mates that were restored in the mid-
1970’s. The water-proofing of the
casemates will require specialized
work and should be interesting to
watch. We hope to be able to utilize
this work in our Fort Interpretive Pro-
grams.

The State Historic Preservation Of-
fice has given approval for the design
and locationof the Coastal Education/
Visitor Center (CE/VC). This should
be the last hurdle in getting the plans
completed. We hope to have com-
pleted drawings of the CE/VCin hand
by January of 1999. While things
have been slow, they seem to finally
be falling into place.

Jody Merritt
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Membership Form
Check New I Gift
One: Member(s) DRLHL“ al Membership
Fee Enclosed $ Date:

Member’s Name(s)

Street Address

City

State Zip

Name of Donor, if gift

Individual - $5.00

\ Will Kommen )

Membership Categories and Fees

Family - $10.00
Business or Organization - $25.00
L Friends of Fort Macon, P.O.Box 651, Beaufort, NC 28516-0651

Lifetime (ea.) - $100.00
Business Lifetime - $500.00
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