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The Confederate Seizure of Fort Macon
by Paul Branch

he question is often asked how

Confederate soldiers were able
to take over a US Government fort
such as Fort Macon at the beginning
of the Civil War, requiring Union
forces to recapture the fort from the
Confederates in 1862 by siege and
bombardment. So how did the Con-
federates initially take it in 18617
The answer is frequently one of the
parts of the Fort Macon’s history that
is overlooked.

As historical events were about to
unfold in 1861 into one of the
bloodiest wars in American history,
Congressional economizing of the
previous decade dictated that Fort
Macon and most of her sister forts
along the US Coast were not manned
by costly garrisons of soldiers, but
by military caretakers. (Yes, Con-
gressional cutbacks of the military
also existed back then.) The care-
takers were usually older soldiers
holding the rank of Ordnance Ser-
geants. Ordnance Sergeants were
noncommissioned soldiers of long
standing in the military who were
specially appointed to this rank in
recognition of their many years of
faithful military service. They were
stationed at forts to look after them
and care for the fort’s weaponry.

William Alexander was assigned
to Fort Macon in April 1859 as Ord-
nance Sergeant. At the time, he was
50 years of age. He had been born
in Greenock, Scotland and immi-
grated to the United States as a
young man. Alexander’s full career
in the US Army began when he en-
listed in the 6th US Infantry on June
29, 1831. His service in the Mexi-
can War left him suffering from
chronic rheumatism as direct results
of exposure and other hardships of
the campaign. He arrived with his
young wife of six months in April
1861, having previously married
Ann L. Livesay, age 21, of
Morehead City. They were living
quietly at Fort Macon when Na-
tional events over took them and
ended forever their period of quiet
and tranquility.

The election of Abraham Lincoln
to the Presidency in November
1860 was followed in December by
the secession of South Carolina
from the Union. Other states se-
ceded in the months that followed.
Secession fever also surfaced in
North Carolina when in January
1861 local secessionist militia
troops made an unauthorized sei-
zure of Forts Caswell and Johnston
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Don't forget the Ice Cream Social

April 19th - See Pa

e’

(G SON OF
FORT MACON
SOLDIER INVENTS

FLYING MACHINE
by Grayden Paul Jr.

Private Raymond L. Paul was
one of the Confederate soldiers
taken prisoner when Federal
Forces recaptured Fort Macon in
1862. Soon, Paul and most of the
other prisoners were paroled. Paul
returned to his home in Davis
Shore, a small fishing hamlet on
Core Sound, about 20 miles north-
east of Fort Macon. Incivilian life,
Paul became a master carpenter
and blacksmith. With his brother,
Ammie, they built several of the
early Rod and Gun clubs on the
Outer Banks. Raymond’s famous
son was William Luther Paul, who
was born in 1869. Luther Paul and
his extraordinary inventiveness are
described below.

Asa Boy, Luther was fascinated
with the inner secrets of how ma-
chines worked. By his teenage
years, he became known as the lo-
cal “Mr. Fix it.” In 1904, he pat-
ented a gasoline engine of his own
design, and by 1906, he had con-
structed a side-wheeler showboat
on which to present lantern slide
shows to the numerous down-east
coastal communities. The slide
shows were later replaced with si-
lent motion pictures. In 1911,
Luther moved to Beaufort with his.
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at the mouth of the Cape Fear River
in the belief that North Carolina
should also leave the Union. This
did not happen and the troops soon
had to return the forts to their ord-
nance sergeants while a greatly em-
barrassed Governor John W. Ellis
apologized to the US Government.
Meanwhile, Sergeant Alexander
was grateful that there had been no
similar trouble at “his” fort. Forts
Caswell, Johnson, and Macon, and
the US Arsenal at Fayetteville were
the four major US military installa-
tions in the state. However, as the
weeks passed with one Southern
State after another leaving the
Union, there was no doubt that the
nation was on the verge of a serious
crisis that could involve Fort Ma-
con. Throughout North Carolina,
the populace was now divided on
the issue of whether to remain in the
Union or join the other seceded
states that formed the Confederacy.
Newspapers editorialized; speeches
were made; unionists and secession-
ists held meetings; a Southern
Rights Party was formed by seces-
sionists, and public excitement was
soaring. The more public favor the
secessionists gained, the more likely
Sergeant Alexander, as sole military
person at Fort Macon, which was
one of the four major US installa-
tions in the state, could expect some
kind of trouble. By the beginning
of April 1861, he probably had be-
gun to feel concern for his safety and
that of his wife. In a letter to the
Chief of Ordnance, Col. H. K.
Craig, in Washington on April 2,
1861, he requested that a revolver
be issued to him. Col. Craig re-
plied on April 12 that there were no
revolvers on hand. That very same
day, the Confederate forces started
the Civil War by opening fire on Fort
Sumter in Charleston Harbor.

On April 13, the day the US gar-
rison at Fort Sumter surrendered to
the Confederate forces, a group of
17 Carteret County secessionists
formed a militia company called the
“Beaufort Harbor Guards™ with one
Josiah S. Pender as their captain.
Pender was a wealthy 42-year old
local entrepreneur who owned a
steamship company and the Atlan-
tic Hotel in Beaufort. He was an
ardent secessionist. Only the day
before, Pender had helped organize
the local chapter of the Southern
Rights Party for Carteret County,
and was appointed corresponding
secretary of the new party. For
Pender and his followers, the news
that came “crackling” over the tele-
graph wires about the attack on Fort
Sumter brought with it a moment of
truth. The war had begun and in a
short time Federal troops would be
sent into the South to fight the Con-
federates. Then, North Carolina
would have to decide whether to join
the Confederacy or fight the Con-
federacy. Either way, Federal troops
would seek to garrison the forts on
the North Carolina coast. At this
point, there was no way to know if
Governor Ellis and the General As-
sembly would decide to secede and
join the Confederacy or not. Even
if they took that serious step, would
the Governor have enough time to
rush state troops to seize the three
forts and the arsenal before the Fed-
eral troops arrived and OLCUpled
them?

Captain Pender decided he could
not take the chance Fort Macon
might be occupied by Federal troops
before the state could seize it. With-
out notifying the Governor or wait-
ing for authority, he decided he
would seize Fort Macon himself.
Accordingly, he set out to round up
any volunteers, concerned citizens
and interested parties he could find
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to join his company in taking the fort
the following day. Thus, Sergeant
Alexander’s worst fears were about
to become a reality.

On the fateful day of April 14,
1861, Sergeant Alexander, as it
turned out, was not unaware of what
was about to happen. He had
learned “from reliable sources” that
Pender’s company planned to seize
the fort. Completely per-
plexed, Alexander at once
mailed off a letter to Chief
of Ordnance Craig in Wash-
ington. In the letter he re-
ported; “[I] am at a loss how
to act, in premises, what to
do, or where to go. I have
served the US Army for the
last thirty years, and am now
no longer fit for any active
service, have my family at
the Post, and all of my prop-
erty. The latter I expect to
lose—having no where to
move it—and cannot at this
time convert anything into
money.”

Resistance to Pender’s
men, of course, would have
been futile for Alexander.
He was alone, except for his
wife, was in poor physical
condition, and much too old
for this kind of stress. Even
if he felt compelled to resist,
Fort Macon actually offered
him little help. The fort was in a
dilapidated condition with only four
heavy guns mounted on weak rot-
ting carriages. A few field pieces
were on hand, but they were imprac-
tical to use in his defense.
Alexander had no personal weap-
ons. He and his wife were com-
pletely at the mercy of the situation.

By early in the afternoon of the
14th , while Alexander pondered his
dilemma and awaited his fate, Cap-
tain Pender was ready to make his

move. He succeeded in assembling
a total of 54 men including his own
company, citizens from Beaufort,
and Morehead City, and a group of
cadets from the A. M. Institute in

Carolina City. Exactly at 3 P.M, a
steamer arrived at the fort’s wharf
and landed Pender’s men. They
made their way to the fort and found
the entrance clear. They went in-

Josiah Pender
Photo: UNC Library, Chapel Hill

side and Sergeant Alexander re-
ceived them courteously.

The entire conversation that fol-
lowed was punctuated with the ut-
most kindness, courtesy, and respect
on both sides. Pender stated his men
were seizing the fort for the State of
North Carolina. Alexander replied
that he regretted the necessity
Pender and his men felt themselves
under. He stated that he himself was
a native-born Scotsman, and that
after 30 years of military service at
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various places, he had no sectional
feeling for any one part of the Union.
He requested that Pender sign re-
ceipts for the US property at the fort
and Pender refused. Alexander had
no choice but to submit to the situa-
tion, which he did. This was all over
within less than 30 minutes after
Pender’s men landed. Thus, Fort
Macon was seized without blood-
shed. Captain Pender jubi-
lantly telegraphed news of
the takeover to South Caro-
lina Governor Francis
Pickens, closing with the re-
mark: “We intend that
North Carolina shall occupy
a true instead of a false po-
sition, though it be done by
revolution.” Perhaps, be-
cause of the uncertainty of
how his actions would be
viewed, however, Pender
did not telegraph North
Carolina Governor Ellis.
Once the fort was in
Pender’s hands, many of the
citizens returned to their
homes, leaving only the
handful of men from the
Beaufort Harbor Guards.
Alexander and his wife were
still at the fort and began
packing their belongs in
preparation for their depar-
ture. Still concerned about
receipts for the US property,
Alexander wrote a note to Pender.
Pender refused again in a note that
was given to Alexander the next day.
Events now took a dramatic leap.
On April 15, as expected, President
Lincoln issues a call to the states for
75,000 troops to quell the rebellion
by the Southern States. North
Carolina’s Governor Ellis was re-
quested to funish two regiments as
the state’s portion of this total, but
he refused. Throughout the state,

Continued on page 4
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the call for troops was the event that
turned the tide in favor of secession.
Most North Carolinians believed
they would rather join in fighting an
invasion of the South by Federal
troops than fight their sister South-
ern States. Immediately, Governor
Ellis ordered state troops to seize the
four Federal installations in the
state. Unaware that Fort Macon had
been taken by Pender, Ellis ordered
the Goldsboro Rifles under Captain
M. C. Craton to take Fort Macon.

The Goldsboro troops arrived at
Fort Macon on the morning of April
16, and Captain Craton assumed
command. On April 17, more
troops arrived as well as a schooner
carrying an engineering work force
of free Negroes and slaves from
New Bern to prepare the fort for war.
After the schooner was unloaded,
Sergeant Alexander and his wife,
with their belongings, were trans-
ported to Beaufort. Soon Alexander
received instructions from Chef of
Ordnance Craig to remain in Beau-
fort to await further orders.

This was how the Confederates
seized Fort Macon. From this point,
the lives of the two principal par-
ties, Captain Pender and Sergeant
Alexander, took quite different
paths. After taking Fort Macon,
Pender and his followers were
quickly edged out of the picture by
the arrival of numerous companies
of state troops and volunteers to oc-
cupy the fort for war. There is evi-
dence to indicate that Pender was
angered at being usurped in com-
mand and shoved into the back-
ground, and also that he considered
seizing a shipment of cannons for
the fort to start a battery on
Shackleford Banks. However, this
never happened. The Beaufort Har-
bor Guards were eventually re-
cruited into a full-strength company

and formally accepted into state ser-
vice in May 1861. Pender and the
company were on duty at Fort Ma-
con and Bogue Banks for the re-
mainder of the year.

Unfortunately, the remainder of
Pender’s life was a series of ups and
downs. Pender’s disdain for author-
ity and his penchant to do as he
pleased led to his court martial for
being absent from his command un-
der false pretenses and resulted in
his dismissal from service in De-
cember 1861. About this time, his
wife died in Beaufort. Undaunted,
he threw his energies into his steam-
ship business and continued to serve
the Confederacy as a blockade run-
ner. He remarried in September
1862, but suffered another personal
loss a month later. His oldest son,
serving as a lst Lieutenant in the
Beaufort Harbor Guards, was acci-
dently killed by a gunshot while
horse playing with a fellow soldfer.
Pender continued to run his steam-
ship business until he contracted
yellow fever and died at age 45 on
October 25, 1864. He is buried with
his first wife in the Old Burying
Ground in Beaufort.

The life of Ordnance Sergeant
Alexander was far less complicated
than that of Pender. He and his wife
took residence in Beaufort after
leaving Fort Macon and dutifully
awaited further orders. Because of
the active war in progress, these or-
ders never came. Alexander was in
an awkward position as one of very
few US soldier in a town of largely
Confederate sympathizers. How-
ever, other than occasional “flings
and jeers”, he was not bothered.
When Federal troops captured
Beaufort in March 1862, Alexander
went to the headquarters of the Fed-
eral commander, Major John Allen
and reported himself for duty. Sub-
sequently, he participated in opera-
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tions against the fort and was rein-
stated as its Ordnance Sergeant fol-
lowing its capture. In April 1864,
Alexander was discharged from the
Army at the end of his enlistment
and thereafter continued to reside in
Beaufort. In 1868, he purchased the
house at 118 Moore Street that bears
his name and lived there with his
wife for the remaining 19 years of
his life. During this time, he was
very active as a member of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church and served
on its vestry and also as senior war-
den. He died July 29, 1887 at the
age of 76. He is buried in St. Paul’s
Church Cemetery.

Paul Branch, the author, is the Ranger

Historian at Fort Macon State Park.
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Do not regret growing older. It is a
privelege denied to many.
- Anonymous
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wife and five children. He built the
town’s first movie house, “The
Seabreeze Theatre,” complete with
heating and cooling Systems. He
included for the entertainment of his
guests a 14 record audio system that
was synchronized with the motion
pictures. He also established a
blacksmith/machine shop and a ga-
rage. In 1914, he built one of
Carteret County’s earliest automo-
biles. In the 1920’s, he corre-
sponded with Thomas Alva Edison
about his idea of putting sound on
film, but Edison responded that he

efficiency of various wing shapes
and these had great influence on
later experimenters. Another early
pioneer in fixed-wing flight was Dr.
Samuel P. Langley, the third Secre-
tary of the Smithsonian Institution.
Although Langley’s 1903 attempts
with his tandem-wing aircraft were
unsuccessful, he too contributed to
the fund of knowledge available to
other pioneers, including Luther
Paul.

Luther Paul designed and built
what may be described as an experi-
mental helicopter. Paul’s machine,
dubbed the “Bumble Bee,” was

Luther Paul’s Horseless Carrige

was too busy working on his own
concepts.

Prior to 1903, the challenge of
flight was capturing the attention of
the world press. A reward was of-
fered by a New York newspaper for
the first manned power flight.
Luther’s interest in aviation in-
creased when he learned of this re-
ward.

Germany’s Otto Lillienthal made
several important contributions to
the theory of flight. Between 1891
and 1896, Lillienthal made over
2,000 glider flights. Much of
Lillienthal’s research was into the

tested in 1903 in an open-ended barn
that functioned somewhat as a wind
tunnel. According to Luther’s notes
and statements by family members,
the Bumble Bee was eventually able
to lift off the ground abott five feet
carrying 60 pounds of ballast. In
addition to the ballast, the flying
machine weighed approximately
500 pounds. Luther designed and
built an engine to power his Bumble
Bee using parts from several motor-
cycle engines. The photograph be-
low is of a model of the Bumble Bee
constructed by Grayden Paul, Jr., the
grandson of Luther Paul, and is
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Friends Board of Directors
for 1998

PRESIDENT
1st VICE PRES
2nd VICE PRES
TREASURER
SECRETARY
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
ARTIFACTS
BUS.MEMBERSHPS :
COMPUTER OPS ~ Bob Donnan
FINANCE Van Van der Voort
PERS.MEMBERSHPS  Ann Toohey
PROGRAM _ Carolyn Campbell
PUBLICITY Nat Hill
PUBLICATIONS Dave Moore
VOLUNTEERS Nancy Donnan
PAST PRESIDENT Kathryn Clound
PARK SUPERINTEND.  Jody Merritt
BHA EXEC. DIR. Marilyn Collins
CCHS PRESIDENT Les Ewen
HONORARY MEMBERS
Pat Davis, Thelma Simpson, Jean Kell

Bennett Moss
~ Grayden Paul Jr.
Larry Richter
Vera Wetherington
Gwyn Towles

Dave Pleace
_ Jean Burris

Board Members serve without compen-
sation for a one year term beginning

\January L. W

The wages of sin are death, but after taxes
are taken out, it's just a tired feeling.
- Paula Poundstone
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based on sketches and notes by the
inventor.

Several of the features of the
Bumble Bee were years ahead of
other aviation pioneers at the time.
The Bumble Bee had a single en-
gine connected to two rotors for lift
and a reversible propeller for for-
ward or backward motion. In
Luther’s own words, “While going
up, the side rudders are used to guide
it. These rudders are operated by
extensions that contact the shoulders

Carolina. On learning of the Wright
brother’s achievement, Thomas A.
Edison commented that no aircraft
could be considered truly practical
until it could rise from the ground
and settle back again “vertically.”
Edison’s comments gave Luther
Paul incentive to continue his work
on the Bumble Bee, which had the
potential for becoming the first craft
in history to be capable of vertical
flight. Unfortunately, without the
aerodynamic lift provided by large

Model of Luther Paul’s Bumble Bee (Photo:Diane Hardy)

of the operator. A dip or tip is cor-
rected by the horizontal rudder
which is connected by extensions to
the steering wheel and is pushed
forward or back as the case may be.
Changing course is simply by turn-
ing the wheel the direction you want
to go.” A watertight bottom and
steerable front wheels permitted use
on both land and water. Luther Paul
was convinced his machine would
fly with a pilot on board if he had a
more powerful engine than 12-20
horsepower ones then available.
On December 17, 1904, the
Wright brothers were able to achieve
a powered and controlled 12-sec-
ond flight at Kitty Hawk, North

fixed wings, much more power was
needed by a wingless craft than was
available at that time. Luther’s work
on the Bumble Bee ended in late
1909 as a result of the Wright
brother’s success, his loss of financ-
ing, and his wife’s concern for his
safety. (It was ever thus.) William
Luther Paul, who died in 1946, is
still remembered in Beaufort with
both affection and admiration. His
father, Raymond Paul, witnessed
many of Luther’s extraordinary ac-
complishments before his own de-
mise in 1930 at the age of 87.
Raymond Paul was the last known
surviving Confederate veteran of the
Battle of Fort Macon.
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The author, Grayden Paul, Jr. is
the grandson of Luther Paul.
Grayden is an aeronautical engi-
neer, and serves on the Board of the
Friends of Fort Macon. His model
of the Bumble Bee is now on dis-
play at the Beaufort Historical As-
sociation.
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Plans Proceeding on
New Exhibit Projects

David' Pleace, the chairman of
our Artifacts Committee, has
put the finishing touches on the hot
shot furnace. This winter he in-
stalled lead sheathing on the roof of
the furnace. Our hot shot furnace is
probably the only one in North
America that is complete in every
historic detail!

The Park maintenance staff has
built and installed a replica of the
original massive door to the pow-
der magazine. They have also con-
structed a large display case in
which several of the original 1834
magazine doors are displayed.
These 164 year old doors are now
quite fragile, and must be exhibited
in a protective environment. The
Friends of Fort Macon were pleased
to be able to provide the necessary
funding for this work.

With a little luck, anda lot of hard
work, 1998 may see two new exhib-
its in place at the Fort. We hope to
be able to replace the orlgmai 1834
bake oven and kitchen range. These
brick structures ;prc_xvxded food for
hundreds of Confederate and Fed-
-era} soldzers ‘The plans are ready 4
All we need is money and a bnck_

mascm We are Workmg on 1t ‘ /




EUREKA!
Fort Repairs To
Begin This Year!

hanks mainly to the efforts of

our longtime supporter, State
Senator Beverly Perdue, the Legis-
lature has allocated $2 million from
the Repairs and Renovations fund
to begin the huge job of repairing
the damage of the decades. Also al-
located to this work is $750,000 of
proceeds from the 1994 bond refer-
endum.

Although these funds are only suf-
ficient to complete a small fraction
of all that needs to be done, it does
represent a major breakthrough for
Fort Macon and for the Friends. We
will stay in close contact with our
legislators, and with the Parks Di-
vision in Raleigh in order to ensure
that the funds don't dry up before the
job is done.

Jody Merritt, our Fort Macon Su-
perintendent, tells us that engineers
have been measuring, probing, and
planning preliminary to the start of
work. Jody expects that the actual
repair work will begin in late sum-
mer or early fall. We will keep you
posted.

6 Another Mllestone' .
Llfetune Members Top
100!

Roberts became the 100th Life-
time Member of the Frlencls of Fort
Macon. She became the 100th per-

she/he remembered to renew their
membership at the end of each year.
Our growing list of Lifetime mem-
bers gives us a solid membership
base upon which we can continue

-

to mﬁuence the mglslators and ad-
~ministrators in 3

n January, loyaI mcmbcr Tibbie
‘have 200 Lifetime Members by the
~end of 19987 If you haven't already
taken that step, please consider it. If
son who does not have to wonder if

Y

and preserve Fort Ma" .
Wouldn't it be great if we "cou}d

you are able to itemize your tax de-
ductions, the cost to you of a $100
Lifetime Membership will be con-
siderably reduced. Besides, it will
make you feel so good.

=
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Membership Form
Check New ) Gitt
One: Member(s) Renewal Membership
Fee Enclosed $ Date:
Member’s Name(s)
Street Address
City State Zip

Name of Donor, if gift

Individual - $5.00

Membership Categories and Fees

Family - $10.00
Business or Organization - $25.00 Business Lifetime - $500.00
| Friends of Fort Macon, P.O.Box 651, Beaufort, NC 28516-0651

Lifetime (ea.) - $100.00
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Mark Your Calendar For the Ice Cream Social
. n Sunday, April 19, we will be observing the 136th anniversary of the Battle of Fort
Macon with our annual membership meeting and ice cream social at the Fort.

If you are still capable of having a good time, this will be the place to do it! The whole
ey?gnt will be dedicated to entertaining you. There will be all the ice cream and brownies you
can eat, good music, demonstrations by Park Rangers in historic costume, and who knows
‘what else. If you haven't been out to the Fort within the last month, come see the new exhibits
that we have created. We think you will be impressed.
. The meetmg will begm at 2:00 in the afternoon inside the Fort. We will have a large tent
:i_sc éont werry about the weather If needed, there w111 be overflow parkmg, w:th shuttle
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